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of his party, and had won a solid national reputa-
tion. In those years he had rendered conspicuous
service to the business interests of the nation, and
had established himself as one of the ablest states-
men of the country in matters of finance. He
had defined his position on the tariff as a free-
trader in theory and a very moderate protection-
ist when protection was unavoidable, a true repre-
sentative of the doctrine of the New England
Federalists. He had taken up his ground as the
champion of specie payments and of the liberal
interpretation of the Constitution, which author-
ized internal improvements. While he had not
shrunk from extreme opposition to the adminis-
tration during the war, he had kept himself en-
tirely clear from the separatist sentiment of New
England in. the year 1814. He left Congress with
a realizing sense of his own growing powers, and,
rejoicing in his strength, he turned to his profes-
sion and to his new duties in his new home.